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size of the mammary gland is only remarked in the last days
of gestation.
In milch cows which are not good milkers, the udder even
decreases in size, and becomes less active, about the twentieth
day after conception. In the pregnant mare running with
foal, the secretion of milk also ceases in seven to nine months.
In animals which have borne young, the mammary glands
undergo their enlargement later than in primiparae. The
changes in the mammary gland are more constant in the
smaller animals. In milch cows under ordinary conditions,
the quantity of milk diminishes at the sixth or seventh
month. In the non-pregnant female of various species, the
secretion of milk may appear naturally, or be induced by
mulsion or frequently repeated suction of the teats, even
in very young creatures, shortly after birth. In the un-
impregnated bitch, lactation may appear urider conditions
referred to on p. 56.
A method of determining pregnancy in cows, according to
the character of the milk, has recently been described. It is
said to have been practised in India for ages. A drop of milk
from the animal under consideration is dropped from a clean
straw into a tumbler of water. If the cow is not in calf, the
milk at once mixes with the water with a flocculent cloudiness.
If she is pregnant, the drop falls to the bottom of the glass
with hardly any mixing.
In the urine, the salts of lime have been said to diminish
according as they are required by the foetus, but there is
not sufficient evidence to make a general statement on the
subject.
An increase in weight is an evident accompaniment of the
growth of the foetus, and on that account regular weighing of
suspected animals has been proposed. The mucous mem-
brane of the vulva and vagina becomes swollen and of a
red or bluish-red hue. Towards the termination of preg-
nancy, the secretion "of vaginal mucus, particularly in the
cow, is largely increased. All these numerous signs are by
no means constant or reliable, and the chances of error in
the diagnosis of pregnancy in the first half of the period are
numerous. If the symptoms are all present, they establish
a strong presumption of pregnancy. It is not until a later